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Happy Holidays 
and a Great New Year 

from both of us! 
 

The year 2016 was the first full year 
of living in our 2nd-floor apartment in 
a 3-story house renovated to a three 
unit apartment building (1 per floor) 
about 10 years ago. It includes an 
elevator that goes from the ground-
level garage level to the third floor—
one of Marilyn's favorite features! 
She has placed Japanese artwork in 
the foyer and throughout the apart-
ment. The two-room guest room 
with shower room on the garage 
level (free of charge). has been 
used by our guests a few times this 
year.  The house was built in 1890 
as the family residence of a man 
who subsequently moved to Califor-
nia, where he died in poverty. Dur-
ing the year we have met some of 
the older long-time residents in our 
neighborhood, including one woman 
whose father was sent to live in an 
orphanage that occupied the build-
ing in the early 20th century (be-
cause the boy had been misbehav-
ing!), and another whose ancestor 
was presented a large tract of land 
in the area for his services in the 
Revolutionary War, including the 
land on which the apartment sits.  

 
MJB/GCB apartment building 

101 Washington St, Apt 2; Edgewood PA15218 
Marilyn has continued her return to 
teaching Japanese flower-arranging 
with the Ohara Ikebana Chapter 

after a hiatus of a few years; she co-
founded the group in 1988.  Inevita-
bly, she found she could not locate 
some of her flower arranging gear 
after the move. She returned to the 
making Christmas Stockings this 
year with the arrival of our two 
great-grandsons (see below) to 
augment the 17 or so made over the 
preceding decades for children, 
grandchildren and some of their 
spouses.  One has been completed, 
and one is waiting in the wings. 

 
Marilyn critiquing a flower arrangement 

Guy still goes to his office in Carne-
gie Mellon Univ on week days. He 
continues consulting with the Presi-
dent and Provost of CMU as the 
chair of two committees, and to 
serve as co-Editor-in-Chief of a sci-
entific journal in polymer science.  
He is Founding Chair Emeritus of an 
International Symposium with annu-
al meetings at venues around the 
world.  This year he was a special 
guest at a meeting of the Symposi-
um in Singapore. 

•••• 
Scott and Cheryl and daughters 
have had a busy year.  Scott has 
taken a break from his role as 
drummer in local bands, continuing 
to work as a carpenter. As a drum-
mer, he was pleased to rescue a 
vintage drum and put it back into 
playing condition.  Cheryl remains 
active as a project administrator for 

the nuclear structural division of the 
firm for which she works, while host-
ing a number of family events, in-
cluding the Thanksgiving dinner this 
year. They were pleased to see their 
oldest, Hanna, had another good 
year (2015-6) and Fall 2016 semes-
ter as a Junior at Indiana University 
of PA (IUP), following a summer as 
a lifeguard at a local swimming pool.  
She entered a respiratory therapy 
program of IUP at the West Penn 
Hospital in Pittsburgh, gaining clini-
cal experience in a number of areas 
at the hospital.  She enjoys, and 
seems to excel in the clinical as-
pects of her education; she has a 
job at West Penn to arrange and 
deliver meals to patients.  Her boy-
friend, Chris, has graduated from 
Kent State, and qualified as an in-
structor toward his goal of becoming 
a professional pilot. Her sister 
Chloe (14), is in the 8th grade and 
last year at the elementary-junior 
high school she as attended until 
now, will start at an yet to be deter-
mined high school next year.  She is 
doing well in school, with math and 
science her favorite subjects.  

 
Chloe with her volley ball 

She is still active in volley ball, both 
for her school team and for various 
club teams. She is a key player on 
the school volleyball team, which 
made it to the finals in the Catholic 
school championship, and partici-
pated on team in a Washington DC 
tournament. She has become 
the libero for her team, a defensive 
specialist position in indoor volley-
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ball that requires skill in passing and 
play making judgement. 

•••• 
Sandra's family participated in a 
wide range of experiences this year.  
Sandra continues to work at a wom-
an's clinic, with sites in Pittsburgh, 
Greensburg and Johnston, requiring 
considerable commuting time.   
Colleen matriculated in St. Vincent 
College, a four year coeducation-
al  college located in Latrobe PA, 
about 20 mi from her home; she is 
living at home, to help with the 
chores with the horses.  She had a 
very successful first-semester, all 
A's (well, except for that pesky B in 
Chemistry).  Her (perhaps tempo-
rary) major is in the Environmental 
Sciences.  She is working part-time 
in the College President's Office 
during the school year, and working 
at a horse stable to exercise several 
horses in summer, moving to FL for 
a month with her job.  She has con-
tinued to serve as a Lunger for her 
sister's vaulting competitions when 
the need and opportunity arises, 
and to ride in competitions for 4-H 
and Pony Club.   She qualified for 4 
events at the 4-H 2016 PA State 
Championships, coming away with 4 
ribbons, including especially with a 
Championship in Equitation over 
Fences, an opportune win since she 
"ages-out" for 4-H competitions after 
this meet. Subsequently, she quali-
fied and went to North American 
Junior Field Hunter Championships 
in Kentucky.  See images 3 & 4 
Cassandra (17) a cyber school sen-
ior, played the role of Tzeitel in the 
school play of Fiddler on the Roof.  
She is competing at the Silver level 
in equestrian vaulting, and compet-
ed in the pairs at that level with her 
friend in the National Vaulting 
Championships, taking 2nd place.   
Among other accomplishments, she 
has trained a horse (Dante) to a 
level useful for the Steel City Vault-
ing team in competition. Casey and 
her teammate have taken over lead-
ing and coaching their vaulting team 
after the death of their coach.  
See images 1 & 2 

•••• 
Kaitlyn moved to Birmingham AL 
where Edward matriculated in medi-
cal school this fall.  She took a few 
courses that can be transferred to-
ward her graduation from Washing-
ton Univ in St. Louis.  The decided 

to marry this year, and completed 
the ceremony in Birmingham on 19 
December, with the best wishes of 
their families for their future togeth-
er. They are happily living with their 
chihuahua and new great dane 
puppy. 

 
 

 
upper: Katilyn and Edward 
lower: Katilyn with her bouquet 

•••• 
Kimberlee and Jon had an eventful 
year, moving their family to Durham 
NC in March, with new jobs for both, 
a new house, and new pre-schools 
for their sons Jacob, (4) and Saw-
yer (1), . The move permitted Jon to 
accept a position as a Senior Man-
ager for telecommunications with 
the Duke University Hospital.  Kim 
did not start work immediately after 
the move, waiting until Sawyer could 
be placed in day care.  She now 
works as a case manager for Tran-
sitions Lifecare Hospice, a pediatric 
hospice serving the needs of chil-
dren with potentially terminal ill-
nesses and their families.   They 
have been taking short trips to the 
NC mountains and shores since 
their move. Kim, Jon and their boys 
traveled to Pittsburgh to visit their 
families for Christmas.  Except for 
Jacob, the family took advantage of 

the guest unit in our apartment 
building; Jacob stayed at the farm 
with the horses (OK, along. with 
Sandra, Colleen and Cassandra).  
Kim has continued her love-affair 
with horses and especially in im-
proving and competing in Dressage.  
See images 5-12 

 
Kimberlee, Jon and family 

•••• 
Susan & Carmon and their family 
have had their usual active year.  
Carmon was honored to become 
the Ralph J. Nagel Dean of the Sam 
Fox School of Design and Visual 
Arts at Washington University in St. 
Louis. He had solo exhibits at Bruno 
David Gallery and Jonathan Ferrara 
Gallery.  
Susan continues as founding presi-
dent of the Saint Louis Story Stitch-
ers Artists Collective, working with 
artists and teenagers on gun vio-
lence prevention. 
Jessica is in her final year in 
Princeton University's MArch pro-
gram. Charles works at Studio Hillier 
in Princeton. They will relocate with 
their dog Cody this summer as em-
ployment determines. 
Ashley continues at Urban Outfit-
ters, but is now relocated in Kansas 
City, MO with new pup Morris.  The 
move brings her closer to St. Louis.  
Chelsea is in her 5th and final year 
of the Master of Occupational 
Therapy program at Maryville Uni-
versity.  She enjoys her studies and 
the experiences with patients. She 
also continues to enjoy riding her 
horse Rowan in Dressage.  

•••• 
Véronique and Charles, who 
joined us last year for our 80th birth-
day celebration in St Louis, let us 
know that Charles retired this year, 
and that Véronique has become a 
citizen of Monaco, in addition to her 
French citizenship.



 
1- Cassandra in the air 

 
2- Cassandra up front 

 
3- Colleen over fence 

 
4- Colleen a 4_H champion 

 
5- Kim, Jon & boys at new house 

 
6- Kim & Sawyer 

 
7- Jacob & Sawyer 

 
8- Jacob + butterfly  

9- Sawyer standing tall 

 
10- Sawyer 'sharing' with Lady  

11- Kim, Sawyer & MJB  
12- Jacob & GCB 

 


