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Happy Holidays 
from all of us! 

 

The year 2014 brings us one year 
closer to the end of our 8th decade 
of life, with evident effects in a 
somewhat slower pace of life, and 
memories that are not as reliable as 
we might wish (but then, we forget 
what we forgot, so it usually doesn't 
matter too much!).  We are looking 
forward to a family gathering in St. 
Louis in 2015 to celebrate our 80th 
birthdays.  Marilyn continues activi-
ties with the Pittsburgh Chapter of 
the Ohara Ikebana she founded in 
1986 and reactivated in 2012. Su-
san helped her mother transform a 
former bedroom on the ground level, 
opening to a solar room, into a 
classroom where she can give pri-
vate lessons.  In addition she is giv-
ing lessons at the meetings of the 
Ohara chapter. Marilyn and Joyce 
gave demonstrations of Ohara 
school at the Pittsburgh Chapter of 
Ikebana International (II) and placed 
an arrangements in the Flower 
Show at Pittsburgh's Phipps Con-
servatory.   

Marilyn's exhibit at Phipps 
Marilyn took a trip with her Garden 
Club to visit Longwood Gardens in 
Wilmington DE.  She has been able 

to maintain the lower weight she 
reached on a controlled diet, but 
manifested an intolerance to gluten 
after coming off the diet, and now 
has to maintain a gluten-free diet.  
Fortunately, there are a variety of 
sources for such foods, even includ-
ing baked goods and pizza. GCB 
attended an international scientific 
conference at a site in the moun-
tains outside Geneva Switzerland, 
accompanied by grandson Kevin 
Mauro.  Following the conference, 
they took a several day trip to Fri-
bourg, NW from Geneva about a 1 
½ hr by train.  In connection with an 
encyclopedia chapter he was work-
ing on GCB visited a company in 
Fribourg that designs and manufac-
tures light scattering equipment, and 
then he and Kevin toured the an-
cient city of Fribourg. One unusual 
feature is a cable car to the old city 
on a river below the "new" city on 
the plateau.  The cable car is pow-
ered by sewage water from the city; 
now directed to a sewage plant near 
the river, but when first used over a 
century ago dumped in the river.  
Guy continues consulting with the 
President and Provost of CMU as 
the chair of three committees, and 
to serve as co-Editor-in-Chief of a 
scientific journal in polymer science.  
He resigned as Chair of an Interna-
tional Symposium with annual meet-
ings at venues around the world, 
remaining on the Governing Board 
as Chair Emeritus. •••• 
Scott & Cheryl gave their oldest, 
Hanna, a big party as she graduat-
ed from High School, and then sent 
her off to Indiana University of PA in 
September, following a summer as 
a lifeguard at a local swimming pool.  
She enjoys IUP, had a very good 
first semester, and will soon start 
semester # 2.  Sister Chloe (12) is 
doing well in school, with math and 
science her favorite subjects. She is 
now a key player on the school vol-

leyball team, which made it to the 
finals in the school tournaments, 
and has plans for playing on another 
private team devoted to developing 
young volley ball players improve 
their skills.  

 
Hanna in her graduation regalia, with Dad 

 

Scott and Cheryl celebrated their 
50th birthdays, including a party for 
family and friends at a favorite res-
taurant, used for a number of family 
events over the past two decades or 
more; unhappily now gone. 

 
Chloe with her volley ball 

Scott continues to work as a union 
carpenter, and to play his drums 
with local bands, this year playing 
before a large crowd at a New Year 
eve celebration. Cheryl remains ac-
tive as a project administrator for the 
nuclear structural division of the firm 
for which she works, while hosting a 
number of family events, including 
the Thanksgiving and Christmas 
dinners this year. 

See Photos 1 & 2 on p. 3. •••• 
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Sandra's family have collectively 
had a wide range of experiences 
this year.  Sandra continues to work 
as a midwife. Colleen (17) passed 
her test for a driver's license on her 
first try, and in addition to giving her 
some personal mobility, has been a 
considerable help to her mother and 
to her sister Cassandra (15).  Col-
leen has continued her cyber-
schooling, while working on a horse 
farm to exercise horses, earning 
lessons for her on her horse Chloe.  
In addition, she helps Casey get to 
her lessons and practices for horse 
vaulting.  Casey is working to earn 
her Bronze rating, the second level 
leading to Silver and Gold ratings.  
Casey had two visits to a family 
horse ranch in Virginia for vaulting 
lessons, including lessons in pair 
vaulting with the son of the family a 
vaulter with a silver rating.  The les-
sons paid off with the pair taking first 
place in pairs at a Regional Meet in 
Virginia; Casey also took first place 
in barrel vaulting at the meet and 
Regional copper canter champion. 

See Photos 3, 4 & 5 on p. 3. 
Kaitlyn continues to live in St Louis, 
and during a time-off from her stud-
ies at a Washington University in St. 
Louis, she completed two semesters 
at a Junior College in St. Louis, for 
transfer of credits to WUSTL.  Kait-
lyn exhibited two series of her pho-
tographs in an exhibition entitled 
"Portraits." 

See Photo 6 on p. 3. 
Kimberlee changed jobs to become 
a pediatric visiting nurse, as hus-
band Jon worked toward receiving 
an MBA in May 2015.  The family 
ended 2014 with a week visit to Dis-
ney World gifted by Jon's parents, 
with our great grandson Jacob (2) 
the star of the visit and the "apple of 
the eyes" of parents, grandparents 
and great grandparents. 

 
Jacob with parents Kim & Jon 

See Photos 7 & 8 on p. 3. 

Kevin decided to take the Fall se-
mester off from his studies at Penn 
State Behren, to supplement his 
academic studies with an internship 
with an engineering firm in Tampa 
FL.  Unhappily, he had a serious 
accident involving a collision of his 
Saab with a large heavy truck, with 
no damage to the truck, but destruc-
tion of the Saab, leaving Kevin with 
severe burns and broken bones; 
though mobile, he is still recovering. 

9.  Kevin and his Saab in Pittsburgh  
•••• 

Susan & Carmon celebrated their 
30th anniversary with a trip to Colo-
rado and then Seattle, WA where 
they enjoyed whale-watching with 
friends. At home, Susan founded a 
non-profit organization called Saint 
Louis Story Stitchers Artists Collec-
tive to serve inner-city teenagers in 
the St. Louis region. Youth work 
with artists to collect local stories 
and retell them through art, song, 
written and spoken word. As artists 
in residence in the central arts dis-
trict of the city, they are able to col-
laborate with major cultural institu-
tions, building cultural litera-
cy. See http://storystitchers.co to 
learn more. The project grew out of 
her work with schools in lower in-
come sections of St. Louis, and her 
desire to motivate the students to 
advance their education.   

See Photo 10 on p. 3. 
Susan continues to teach at Wash-
ington University in St Louis 
(WUSTL). Carmon continues his 
dual career tracks as a Dean at 
WUSTL and as practicing artist, with 
several exhibitions this year. In De-
cember Carmon was honored to 
receive the Distinguished Alumni 
Award from LSU in Baton Rouge. 
Susan, Jessica and Chelsea joined 
him at Commencement where he 
gave the keynote talk. We (MJB & 
GCB) visited St Louis for a week 
last Fall, enjoying the opportunity to 
attend three parties, two hosted at 

Susan & Carmon's home, one with 
donors to WUSTL, and the other for 
a visiting artist.  
Jessica and Charles continue liv-
ing in LA and celebrated their 3rd 
wedding anniversary with their pup 
Cody. Jessica works for Lorcan 
O'Herlihy Architects & Charles for 
Michael Maltzan Architects. She 
saw a project for which was manag-
er come to fruition with the opening 
of a space renovated to be an art 
gallery for a non-profit.  She partici-
pated in a team to design a marine 
port for a wharf near Taipei, and 
won two trips in the competition, the 
final trip a jury presentation, with her 
team coming in at 3rd place. Jessica 
met Carmon, Susan and Chelsea in 
New Orleans in December to attend 
the LSU events with the family, then 
flew to St. Louis to have some birth-
day cake with Chelsea. 

See Photo 11 on p. 3. 
Ashley is a visual store merchan-
diser in the Urban Outfitters compa-
ny in a large store in Farmington, 
CT. She lives in a 2 bedroom 
apartment in a Victorian house; the 
2nd bedroom is a studio space. She 
keeps busy with friends and enjoys 
life in her cozy New England town. 
Carmon traveled to CT to visit her in 
November and Ashley came home 
to St. Louis for a week in July & 
helped her mother stage an arts 
event by creating a large-scale fab-
ric installation to shield the event 
participants from the hot July sun. 

 

Ashley relaxing 
Chelsea is a junior in the Master of 
Occupational Therapy program at 
Maryville University, living in an 
apartments on campus, enjoying the 
new friends and independence that 
brings. She starts clinical training 
this spring. She and her horse Ro-
wan are showing 2nd level and 
schooling 3rd level in dressage. She 
spent her 6th straight summer at the 
St. Louis Zoo, this time as an extern 
in the Monsanto Science Education 
room, specializing in working with 3-
5 year old children with disabilities. 
She turned 21 on December 21st! 

See Photo 12 on p. 3. 



 
1. Scott playing at a New Year eve party 

2. Scott & Cheryl celebrate their 50th birth-
days 

 

 
 

3. Colleen over a jump on Gazelle 

 
 

 
4. Cassandra and partner in a winning routine 

 
5. Cassandra practices a difficult stand on 

the horse's shoulders 

 
6. Kaitlyn views some of her photos in her 

gallery exhibition, titled "Portraits" 

 
7.  Jacob exuberant at play 

 
8. Jacob anticipating his 16th birthday 

9.  Kevin and his Saab in Pittsburgh (before 
the accident) 

 
10. Susan telling a story 

 
 

 
11. Views of proposed wharf in Taiwan: 

upper-aerial view; lower-model  
 

  12.  Chelsea with Rowan 
 


