
633

A New Year
2006

Greeting From
Marilyn & Guy

December 2005                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Happy Holidays
from all of us!

The year 2005 has been a bit like the
stock market for members of our fam-
ily, including us: a lot of ups and
downs!  We (Marilyn & Guy) enjoyed
good health for most of the year, and
a trip to the UK in June with two of
our granddaughters (Kim and Ash-
ley); five days in Sheffield for a
meeting that motivated the trip, and
then five days in London.  The trip
was nearly cancelled when Marilyn
decided to test the hardness of her
head against the brick pillar at the
base of a flight of stairs—she lost!!
Apparently, she turned on the stairs
to retrieve a package, lost her bal-
ance and fell about two-thirds of the
flight, to hit the back of her head,
severing an artery.  She probably lost
consciousness (suggested by the
copious pool of blood on the floor),
but since Guy was two flights up, her
calls for help on reviving were not
heard until she was able to climb the
first flight.  A check revealed the
pulsing blood from an artery, so with
Sandra's help, it was off to the
Trauma Center. Since she had a ten-
dency to pass out after treatment, the
hospital held her over night, with ad-
ditional scans to check for serious
brain injury.  The after-effects of the
fall and the probable concussion may
take some time to fully evaluate.  Al-
though she recovered sufficiently to
make the trip to the UK, she tired
easily, and was not able to keep pace
with her granddaughters on all occa-
sions, enjoyable though it was. The
trip was complete with the theft of
Guy's wallet (from a front trouser
pocket!), at a bus stop outside St
Paul's Cathedral following a pleasant
musical concert. Since we had two
days left on our trip, this required
some manipulations with the help of

Kimberlee and Ashley with us at Hassop Hall
near Sheffield, UK.

our hotel to keep us afloat financially.

Prior to all of the above, Marilyn had
arranged a family party in May for
Guy's 70th; we enjoyed a private
room, visited occasionally by a sing-
ing guitarist to keep all (and espe-
cially the grandchildren!) entertained.
This followed a celebration of Wilma's
90th at a party in the Mauro home,
also arranged by Marilyn, with a
singer and pianist to entertain us with
songs of Wilma's younger years.
Both of these happy occasions fol-
lowed the surgical intervention for
Sandra ovarian cancer.  She then
endured six months of chemotherapy.
In addition to the serious disruption
this had for Sandra and the Mauro
family, the impact on Marilyn was
disabling for several months.  Things
are returning to a more normal course
at present.

In September, we enjoyed a trip to
Illinois to participate in the 90th birth-
day celebration of 'Doc' and Nellie,
with a number of cousins and their
families from the Berry family.  Then
on to St. Louis, and visits with Guy's
Aunt Elizabeth and others from his
maternal family.

At year end, we both underwent
MRI/MRA exams to evaluate possible
strokes; Marilyn because of a vision
experience and Guy owing to an
electrocardiogram record; Guy was
cleared, but a stroke was verified for
Marilyn.  All in all, a fairly eventful
time for the first full year of retirement
for Guy and Marilyn!  Well OK, Guy

goes to the office daily, with editorial
and some consulting activities, and
Marilyn is rather occupied with a
number of projects inside and outside
the family.

••••
Aside from the illness mentioned
above, Sandra & Neil have had their
usual (very) full year.  Kimberlee (19)
graduated from High School in June,
to matriculate in a branch of Penn
State University, near Erie, PA, in
September.  At present, she is inter-
ested in a dual major leading to de-
grees in nursing and biology, all the
while continuing her devotion to riding
her horse in competitions. Kaitlyn
(14), who is the president of the 4-H
club this year, decided to join her
younger siblings in home-schooling
this year.  She is interested in creat-
ing websites for some of her activi-
ties, surfing online, her i-Pod, shop-
ping with her girlfriends (or some-
times, Nana) and her new passion,
her cat, Chester.  Kevin (11 3/4) is
active in boy scouts, with monthly
weekend outings throughout the year,

Kaitlyn with her Chester.
and is close to earning his 1st class
badge; early on he earned his "silver
icicle badge" for a night in a tent be-
low 32°F.  Other activities include
karate, archery, floor hockey and rid-
ing horses.  Colleen (8) and Cas-
sandra Rose (6) have a wide range
of activities: Colleen is learning to
play the piano, sewing, knitting and is
taking up the horse riding passion of



her older sisters and mother; she
has a new pony; Casey enjoys
gymnastics, knitting, karate, baton
twirling,  and horse riding and
participating in the children's choir
and chimes.  Throughout it all,
while chauffeuring their offspring
to their multitude of activities and
having Wilma live with them,
Sandra and Neil continue to work,
as a midwife and a private detec-
tive, respectively.

Kimberlee at her high school graduation

••••
Scott and Cheryl both work, full
time for Scott and part time for
Cheryl, while giving their growing
children the full-time attention
they need and deserve.  Hanna
(10) enjoys, and is doing very
well, in school.  In addition, her
activities, include Girl Scouts,
dance class and learning flower
arranging, sewing and knitting
from her Nana B.  Chloe (3) is
trying to follow in Hanna's foot-
steps as fast as she can, while
perfecting the ways of parent
control.  She is in preschool, has
learned to swim, and caught her
first fish!  Scott continues to play

Hanna and Chloe at Dad's drums.
drums with a group that performs at
local spots, which included "gigs" at
the Hard Rock Café and as the
openers for a concert of the Vogues
singing group.

••••
Susan and Carmon have had a very
eventful year.  Carmon has accepted
a new job, to begin in July 2006, as
the first Dean of the newly formed
Sam Fox School of Design & Visual
Arts at Washington University in St.
Louis.  The school comprises the
Colleges and Graduate Schools of
Art and Architecture and an Art Mu-
seum.  These occupy a adjacent
quarters, plus a new building for the
museum, across the street from a
house they will rent from Wash U.
Jessica (20) is in her second year at
Rice University in Houston, TX,
working toward a degree in archi-
tecture.  She is doing very well in her
studies, finding time to be a disc-
jockey on Rice radio, and to visit
Drew several times during the year
(he attends Indiana University).
Ashley (17) is working hard to find
the college she will attend next year
to study graphic design, mixed with
school work, and, in the spring,

lacrosse. Chelsea (12) is looking forward
to the move to St. Louis, and being the
only chick left in the nest for a few years.
She is in dance and chorus this year, and
participated in a talent show at school,
along with a new activity: horse riding.

Carmon and girls at the ice rink in Forest Park,

 St. Louis MO, adjacent to Wash U.

••••
Guy's mother Wilma has been living with
Sandra and her family in Pittsburgh for a
full year, a few blocks from our home.
Currently, Wilma visits our home once a
week to spend the day with Marilyn and
give Sandra the opportunity to engage in
activities of a home schooling group.  Al-
though Wilma has gained weight, she now
uses a walker to improve her stability
while afoot.  Her cognitive abilities con-
tinue to decline on average, with, as San-
dra says, unpredictable good days and
bad.

Earlier in the year, we closed Wilma's
house in Troy, MI, aided in this big job by
our son Scott, friends Mary and Merritt
Robertson, and Marilyn's brother Jack.
The house was then turned over to the
Judson Center, to close a chapter in
Wilma's life.

Kevin in his Boy Scout uniform this year,
 with his parents.

Merry Christmas
 and

Happy New Year

Guy as a Boy Scout (13 yrs), a "few" years ago.


