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Happy Holidays from all of us in
Pittsburgh!

It has been a year full of events
for our family: some sad and
some joyous.  All of our grand-
children and their parents are in
good health, as are we, though
Marilyn had some problems during
the year.  Unhappily, Marilyn's
mother was diagnosed with a
cancer just after Christmas 2002,
and was gone within a month.
The photo below shows Mary
with three of her great grand-
daughters, Kimberlee, Kaitlyn and
Chloe (then 3 months); at the fam-
ily gathering at the home of Scott
and Cheryl on Christmas day,
when none of us were aware of
her illness.  Mary was able to stay
in her apartment until the final
days with the aid of visiting Hos-
pice nurses, at which time she
transferred to a Hospice to en-
hance her care and comfort.  Jack
and Jean and their family were
able to visit Mary in her apartment.

As usual, the year has presented
a full (not to say over full) sched-
ule of activities for Sandra, Neil
and their family, with home
schooling, horse shows, 4-H ac-
tivities for the siblings, not to men-
tion midwifery for Sandra and his
private detective business for
Neil.  Kimberlee (17) and Kaitlyn
(12) both earned their way into
the 4-H Regional Horse Show,
where both did very well.  Kim
had taken Championships in all of
the jumping events in her age
group, and Kate had earned Re-
serve Championships in walk-trot
events.  Colleen (6) and Cas-
sandra Rose (4) are too young
to participate in the 4-H horse
shows, but both have been in pri-
vate shows this year, garnering
some ribbons for their efforts!
Kevin (9 3/4) was in the 4-H model
rocket club, building a ribbon-
winning model of the Space Shut-
tle for display, and models for
flight.  He also won an archery

contest, and his pine-  block derby
race car model for the Cub
Scouts, built with Poppy's help,
finished first in the regional meet.
Poppy was also pressed into
service to build a "bunny condo"
to get the family rabbits out of the
house (well, mostly), and espe-
cially to facilitate Kaitlyn's planned
bunny breeding project.

••••
Scott and Cheryl have had a
good year with Hanna (8) and
Chloe (15 mo), enjoying both of
their children, each with their own
pleasant personalities.  Hanna is
doing very well in school, and
Chloe is rapidly learning how to
get her way with her parents with
her smile (especially Daddy).  Un-
happily, Cheryl's father is very ill
and confined to his bed without, it
seems, strong prospects for re-
covery.  Cheryl has returned to
part-time work with the help of
Nana B. as a babysitter in the
morning and her mother in the

Sandra and Marilyn were with
her through the night that she
died, on 31 January 2003, at age
of 95 years, 6 months.  In mem-
ory of Mary's fondness for the
music of the bagpipe, Marilyn ar-
ranged for a piper to lead the
processional and recessional at
the funeral service, with all of
the male relatives attending the
casket, including young Kevin.
Mary's nephew, Jim Hipkins par-
ticipated in the service, with re-
membrances of his Aunt.
                     ••••                      
Mary Montooth and three of her
great granddaughters,
Christmas 2002!



afternoon—her father enjoys
seeing Hanna and Chloe.  Scott
has returned to his drums with a
group that performs at the church
he and his family attend.

••••
Susan and Carmon have had a
busy year on many fronts, in-
cluding planning for the college-
selection activities of Jessica (17
1/2), with trips to several colleges
of interest, including especially
schools that might also interest
her friend Drew!  She is bringing
the systematic style of her par-
ents to the task!  Ashley (15 1/2)
continues her strong interest in
the performing arts.  We were
privileged to see her do a mono-
logue in a play during a visit to
Athens this year.  We accompa-
nied Chelsea (10) to the "Hospi-
tal" for the Cabbage Patch dolls
this year—quite an operation,
complete with a midwife assisted
"birth" (and you can purchase the
newborn for 'only' $250).  Chel-
sea has announced that she
plans to be like her Nana, and
never give up her dolls!  We
stayed with their family this fall
while Susan and Carmon took a
trip to Venice, Italy, for a combina-
tion of business and vaca-
tion—Carmon had a one-man ex-
hibit and workshop at an art
school.  The visit gave us a
chance to see some of the activi-
ties mentioned above, as well as
watch Jessica in her final high-
school cross-country track meet.

We even got to know Drew a bit
better, as well as to see the full
and sometimes hectic schedule
led by our Athens granddaugh-
ters.

••••
Marilyn has had a 'year to re-
member' (or maybe one to forget!).
During a first-time visit to Pitts-
burgh by her childhood friend
Mary Robertson, and her husband
Merritt, Marilyn complained of
nausea, and then mentioned she
had seen flashes in her right eye
at night.  She had undergone a
difficult cataract surgery in that
eye a month or so earlier, so it
was off to the ophthalmologist,
who sent her to a specialist that
day, a diagnosis of a detached
retina, and corrective surgery the
next day.  The recovery was te-
dious at best, with Marilyn re-
quired to keep her head essen-
tially horizontal to position an air
bubble left in her eye as a tempo-
rary aid to keep the retina in place
as the laser-induced lesions
healed, to reattach the retina to
the back of the eyeball.  Her vision
is improving, though it has not re-
turned to the pre-detachment
level.  Though she could not fly
until the air bubble dissipated, she
did recover sufficiently for a trip
to Baltimore by auto in June to ac-
company Guy to a meeting.  Guy
was also involved in two scien-
tific meetings in Pittsburgh this
year, being the chair of the local
organizing committee for one of
them, and on the organizing

committee for the other.  Aside
from the trips to Baltimore and
Athens, the only other trip for us
this year was to Michigan, to visit
Guy's mother, and then on to visit
Jack and Jean, followed by a
long-delayed trip to visit Bill and
Helen Graessley on the Lake
Michigan coast of MI, friends from
graduate student days.  Finally, a
short stop in mid-MI on the return
to Pittsburgh to visit a friend from
high school days, David McGar-
vey, and his wife Pat.  The year
also brought the continuation of a
surprise contact made last year: a
high school friend of Guy's, Elvis
Rush, contacted us by telephone
last year, having traced Guy via a
web-base search engine.  It turns
out that Elvis lives north of At-
lanta, GA, and he drove down to
Athens to meet us last year.  This
year, while staying with Susan
and Carmon's family, we met Elvis
again, this time for a trip to Jes-
sica's track meet, the Cabbage
Patch Hospital mentioned above
and some sight-seeing.

••••
Guy's mother Wilma continues to
live in Troy, MI, at her home next
to the Judson Center Home where
Jinnine lives.  She had another
fainting spell this year, ending up
in the hospital for a couple of
days, with no conclusive diagno-
sis.  Her problems with memory
continue, but have not worsened
substantially.  Of course, we
would prefer to see her here,
but…

Jess (foreground) in a cross-country meet
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Hanna and Kevin hear a cannon


